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 Abstract  

The article examines Russia's political goals and 

military scenarios for Ukraine, as well as options for 

supporting Ukraine that are available to the United 

States, its allies and partners in the event of an 

invasion. New developments and information need 

further analysis to better understand Russia's 

intentions and consequences.  

Keywords: Hybrid warfare, Ukraine, Russian 

Federation, Military power , Russian aggression, 

Possible Scenarios 

Introduction  

Russia has a two-pronged approach to Ukraine, combining a 

significant increase in conventional forces with non-military 

operations aimed at undermining Ukraine's economic, 

political and military independence. According to IDP 

estimates and new satellite imagery [n1], Moscow has 

prepared a large number of ground, naval, air and air units and 

troops for a possible invasion of Ukraine and has organized 

its own intelligence services and special operations forces to 

conduct large-scale cyber operations, sabotage and sabotage. 

If the peace talks fail, the escalation between the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Russia could go far 

beyond Eastern Europe and include global responses. 

To better understand recent events, the article addresses two 

main issues: 

1. Which includes Russia's hybrid strategy; 

2. What should be the strategy of counteracting 

Ukraine, the United States, allies and partners of 

Russia's hybrid aggression? 

To answer these questions, an analysis of the latest satellite 

images of Russia's land, air and sea forces was conducted; 

studied information from open sources about the usual and 

irregular activities of Russia, assessed options for Russian 

invasion. The article is based on a database of Russian 

aggression and OSINT investigations. Based on this analysis, 

there are three main arguments: 
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  1) Russia surrounded Ukraine on three sides with 

conventional invading forces (Fig. 1)1 which poses an 

immediate threat to Ukraine. In addition, Moscow has 

prepared the Russian Air Force and Navy to support a possible 

ground invasion; 

2) Russia can also conduct a wide range of non-military 

operations in Ukraine and against the West, including cyber 

operations, subversive activities and sabotage by Russian 

special services and special operations forces. These actions 

could go far beyond Eastern Europe, such as Russian 

cyberattacks on critical US infrastructure and subversive 

operations against submarine fiber optic cables; 

3) The United States and Western partners need to develop a 

strategy that combines deterrence and coercion. If Moscow 

invades or otherwise strengthens its position in Ukraine or 

other regions, the United States and Western partners must be 

prepared for major diplomatic, economic, military and 

informational efforts to protect NATO's eastern flank, 

preventing Moscow's annexation of additional territories as in 

Ukraine. and in other Eastern European countries. 

I. Hybrid strategy of Russia  

Russia's political goals include: 

1. restoration of the union state and the western borders 

of Russia as of 1992; 

2. a halt to NATO's further eastward expansion; 

3. curtailment of previous NATO enlargement; 

4. withdrawal of US nuclear weapons from Europe; 

5. expanding Russia's sphere of influence. 

Ukraine plays a particularly important role in Moscow's 

strategic calculations as Ukrainian leaders increasingly shift 

their economic, political and military loyalty to the West. In 

addition, President Vladimir Putin, in his July 2021 article on 

 
1 Butusov Y. Deployment of Russian troops around Ukraine on February 
2: new bases and the most likely scenario of hostilities, https://cen-
sor.net/ua/resonance/3313827/rozgortannya_rosiyiskyh_viyisk_nav-
kolo_ukrayiny_na_2_lyutogo_novi_bazy_ta_nayibilsh_imovirnyyi_stsen-
ariyi 
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 the historical unity of Russians and Ukrainians, which was 

mandatory for all Russian servicemen, argued that Russia and 

Ukraine are one. "Together we have always been and will be 

much stronger and more successful," Putin wrote. "For we are 

one people" 

Fig. 1 Location of Russian troops near Ukraine as of February 2, 2022 

 

1.1 Military component of Russia's hybrid strategy  

Based on political goals, Russia has at least seven options for 

achieving them. 

1. Redeploy ground forces from the border with Ukraine, but 

continue to assist pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine, conduct 

offensive cyber operations and engage in other non-military 

operations in Ukraine and the region. 
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  2. Introduce Russian troops into the territory of the 

temporarily occupied districts of Donetsk and Luhansk 

regions. 

3. Occupy the territory from the eastern borders of Ukraine to 

the Dnieper River. 

4. Capture Ukraine to the Dnieper and an additional strip of 

land to connect Russia with Transnistria along the Black Sea 

(Fig. 2). 

5. Capture only the strip of land between Russia and 

Transnistria along the Black Sea (Fig. 3). 

6. Capture the whole of Ukraine (Fig. 4). 

7. Get on the current line of strategic defense of the union state 

(Fig. 5) 

Fig. 2. Scenario 4: Capture of Ukraine to the Dnieper and an additional strip of 

land to connect Russia with Transnistria along the Black Sea 

 



 

58 
 

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 S

E
C

U
R

IT
Y

 A
N

D
 T

H
E

 F
U

T
U

R
E

 2
 (

2
3
) 

2
0

2
2
  
 Fig. 3. Scenario 5: Capture of the land strip between Russia and Transnistria 

along the Black Sea 

 

Fig. 5 Scenario 6: capture of the entire territory of Ukraine 

 


